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God be praised!

Starting with a joke.

After the fall of man, the devil told God how he has ruined the future of Man. But the
devil said to God, if He can use one word to change Man’s destiny, he will admit his
defeat. God the Father said, "Jesus".

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came to be through him,
and without him nothing came to be.
What came to be

through him was life,

and this life was the light of the human race;
the light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.

One parishioner hearing her colleague said, "Oh, God" immediately added the words,
"be praised". She looked at her and said sorry. The next week her colleague said, "O
Jesus." She again immediately added the words, "be praised". This time the colleague
turned and said, "l guess | should not be saying that?"

This is evangelizing. This is using the faith God has given you, to turn an unnecessary
use of God's name, into a praise and prayer.

Deacon John Wu
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UNANSWERED PRAYERS

A man and his wife ran into his old high schgoJ flame
The past came back to him that every night he prayed for her.to be his dame
If God granted his wish, he would never ask for anything again.

Now seeing that she’s not quite the angel he remembered in his dreams,

As she walked away and he looked at his wife,

There he thanked the good Lord for the gifts in his life.
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My version of Answered Prayer

| have an accounting background. | used to
advise clients to make contribution of spousal
RRSP (Registered Retirement Savings Plan)
in order to even out income when they are
withdrawn and clients will pay less tax. My
husband with a higher income base would
want no part of this. He consequently had
much more contribution to his RRSP. | used to
complain in my mind to God why his RRSP
savings were so much higher than mine. At the
time his RRSP was administered by a vice
president of a major investment firm. To our
dismay his investment had a big tumble and
our RRSP savings were comparable to each
other.

Insight: God has answered my prayers! Ouch |
forgot to “tell” HIM to raise my savings and not
deflate my husband’s. Be careful what you
pray for and God has a sense of humor!

My version of Unanswered Prayers

When we had our house built in Edgemont, we
had a walkout basement and it eventually
became my accounting office. My everyday
voluntary outing was to go to mass and then |
came back to the office, met up with my
assistant and started working and seeing
clients. Eventually my brother’s family moved
close by. His house was in a nice cul-de-sac
while mine was on the main road. Once again,
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the Lord had to hear “my complaint” of why |
could not have a nice location like my brother’s.
The day of awakening came when my brother
moved out of his location. He told me that every
time there was blowing snow, his visitors’ cars
would be stuck and he had his fair share of
helping to push their vehicles out of the rut and
the whole length of the cul-de-sac. Can you
imagine me asking my clients to come to my
office and their cars got stuck? | ran my office
from home for 15 years without complaint from
any client or neighbors. | could be there for my
children when they came back from school and
their friends also gathered around. Could | ask
for more?

| would like to end by quoting Garth Brooks
Sometimes | thank God for unanswered prayers
Remember when you are talkin’ to the Man
upstairs

That just because he doesn’t answer doesn’t
mean he doesn’t care

Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered
prayers

Sally Mary Olivieri, member of Legion of Mary
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Angels

| have always loved reading about angels. Just today, | read about the Archangels and Guardian
Angels from the “Deacon-Stru'c_ting” series of Salt and Light Media. It was so fascinating that | wanted
to share my affection about aﬂgels in the past 10 years.

10 years ago | found a children’s book about angels called “The Angels -
God's Messengers and Our Helpers”. | loved it so much that it became one
of my keepsake books. Since it is a book for kids, it uses simple words to
portray the angels and their deeds.

Then 7 years ago: | heard from a singing contest on TV a beautiful song
called “Angels”. Not only was the song performed well, the lyrics were very
touching.

Angels - written by Robbie Williams and Guy Chambers
...When I'm feeling weak
And my pain walks down a one-way street
| look above
And | know [I'll always be blessed with love
And as the feeling grows
She breathes flesh to my bones
And when love is dead
I'm loving angels instead...

During my trips to Europe, | visited a lot of churches in different cities. Many
of them are named after St. Michael. One of them which | remember fondly
is Basilika St. Michael in Mondsee, Austria. Not just it was featured in a
famous movie, it was also a magnificent church with tons of exquisite wall %
paintings. The painting | liked most was about St. Michael fighting the devils.

Last but not least, 3 years ago | watched a Korean drama which storyline was
built on a tour to Mont Saint Michel in France. Mont Saint Michel is a tidal
island on which a gorgeous and enormous abbey was built. The abbey has
St. Michael’s statue hoisted at the top of the church soaring into the sky. The
scenery in the drama was so stunning that | decided | should go on a
pilgrimage there in the near future.

Teresa Tsui, Echo editor
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Finding the Lord through the Sacraments amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic

March 15, 2020. The government announced
that all schools and public facilities are to be
shut down due to the COVID-19 crisis. Our
beloved city was in a state of emergency.
Questions, confusion, fear and vulnerability
swept through my body and mind. | thought to
myself, what's going to happen now? The
pandemic that started in Wuhan, China back in
December 2019 seemed so distant, yet in less
than 3 months, the virus struck the world
ruthlessly. Loved ones lost, normalcy was
stolen from us. “Physical distancing” and
“self-isolation” became terms used in our
everyday conversations. March 15, 2020
marked the last time | stood in one of the cozy
classrooms in our parish teaching our little ones
in person. It also put a temporary halt to being
able to attend Mass in person. However, with
perseverance, prayers, and the amazing
dedication of all of the members of our city, we
gradually learned to live with this virus, slowly
getting back into our normal routines.

In June, it was announced by our Diocese that
we could prepare our students for the
Sacraments that were supposed to be received
in the spring. My heart became very excited;
although | was not able to meet my students in
person, | could continue my mission to teach
our little ones about Jesus’ unconditional love
virtually. This also meant that our confirmation
students that | watched grow up through the
years can ultimately say their final YES in being
soldiers for Jesus in Evangelization. The heart
that trembled with fear and feeling helplessness
in the ambiguous situation with the pandemic
was lit on fire again!

After numerous online meetings and consulting
with Fr. Nguyen and other parish groups, it was
decided that October would be the month when
our little ones could return to the parish for their
long-awaited Sacraments. Together, as a team,
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we compiled a crash course for our First Holy
Communion/ First Reconciliation children, as
well as our Confirmation students. After four
weeks of hard work in teaching online, we
finally finished teaching them about the
importance of the Sacraments they were about
to receive. Although it was quite tiring to rush
from church back to my own home and teach
for about an hour online, all of the hard work
was worth it. It meant | was helping bring our
little ones closer to the Lord, even if it was just
by a little bit!

On October 17, 2020, | was extremely excited
and worried. Excited that | would be meeting my
beloved students in person once again. Worried
about maintaining the needed physical distance
and a safe environment for the students to have
their retreat. Yet, when my students appeared
and we began the retreat, my worries
disappeared. Not only did the Lord send us
amazing volunteers to help with keeping the
safety measures, | had a great time reviewing
the steps to receive the Eucharist with the little
ones. | am reminded in the Lord, anything can
be achieved, even in the most unprecedented
times.

October 18th and October 25th marked the
biggest milestone for many children. For some,
it would be their first time receiving the Lord
wholly and truly through the consecrated
Eucharist. For others, it was their final
milestone in their Sunday school journey,
becoming soldiers for Jesus, ready to spread
the gospel through the gifts of the Holy Spirit
after Confirmation.

| have to be honest; the Sacrament Masses
were quite stressful to plan and coordinate.
However, the Lord never leaves you to struggle
on your own. With great cooperation and an
amazing team, we were able to have our



Sacrament Masses successfully. As a
coordinator and teacher, | felt so overjoyed. |
felt proud of our students. Proud that even
amidst this weird year, they did not give up on
getting to know the Lord and kept their promise
in attending all the online courses and arrived
ready as ever to receive the Lord and the Holy
spirit with an open heart. The moment | saw the
students approach the altar to receive the Lord
or to get anointed with Chrism, | felt like parent
watching their child graduate. | couldn’t stop
myself from grinning ear to ear. Unfortunately,
this grin was covered by my face mask.

| also want to take this time to thank the parents

that gave us their tremendous support and
patience. Thank you for your understanding as
we tried to navigate through the uncertainty.
Thank you for sending us messages of
encouragement and gratitude. Thank you for
letting us know as teachers that we had your full
support! Furthermore, thank you to my amazing
Sunday school coordinator buddy, Keith. Thank
you for your great organizational skills and
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always keeping our team in check. Thank you to
our teaching team for your dedication and hard
work in making this year’s Sunday school a
possibility. The words “Thank you” simply
cannot express how grateful | am. Last, but not
least, THANK YOU LORD. You are truly
amazing. You never give us struggles that we
cannot handle. | pray that you continue to help
and guide us as we begin our new journey for
the new Sunday School year. Enlighten our
minds, keep us safe and healthy, walk with us
as we continue to battle this virus. Let us
continue to glorify your name through our works
and missions. AMEN!

It is so true, even though we are living in a
strange and difficult time, God never leaves. He
is always present. He is always ready to provide
for us. We as His believers just have to look,
and we can find him everywhere, especially
through the Sacraments.

Peggy J.Yip, Echo Editor, Sunday school
Coordinator and Teacher
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One Man went to Mow a Meadow.

A man with one arm was trying to start an
engine to mow a rood of land. A passer-by
stopped near him and gave him a lot of advice
about engines and how to start them. He then
walked off without touching the machine.

Another man came by and tried to help. He
pulled the starting cord many times but the
engine would not start. He got tired and walked
away.

A third passer-by came and felt sorry for the
one-armed man who was still pulling the starter
cord. This third man did not know anything
about engines, but wanted to help all the same.
He read the starting instructions and followed
them carefully step by step. After the third pull of
the cord, to his great surprise, the engine
started. Rather than let the engine die again, he
began mowing the quarter acre and did not stop
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till the job was done. He parked the mower and
went his way, without waiting for a special word
of thanks.

Secret of story: The first passer-by who gave
advice knew the Golden Rule but did not prac-
tice it. The second helper tried out the Golden
Rule but did not persevere in it. The third helper
never heard of the Golden Rule, but studied it
carefully and applied it successfully. His ego did
not desire a ‘thank you.’
o @ He found more joy in
giving than in receiving.

Personally, | found more
joy in giving too. We
have two hands. One to
help  ourselves, the
second to help others.

Patrick Owens
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We have been wearlng masks for several, months now. Slowly and gradually, we are
adapting to the new normal of masks in-and handshakes out! Following the:Diocese

\directives for the pandemic, Echo'will continue to publish electronically.

We are very grateful for-the submission of articles by our parishioners!:T
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Editors’ Note

ank you for

your continuous support! Wishing you peace & joy! A
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